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TO: Cindy Carter, Commissioner, District 3, Chair of the Board
Richard Stevens, Commissioner, District 1, Vice-Chair of the Board
Carolann Swartz, Commissioner, District 2, Board Member
Human Resources Director, Tammie Hechler

RECEIVED
DEC 1 2009

GRANT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Date: December 1, 2009

RE: Independent and Impartial, Third-Party Investigation

Commissioners,

As you are aware a former Superior Court Judge was retained to conduct an independent
and impartial, third-party investigation into t];é actions of Ted Chow regarding (1) inappropriate
actions directed at a potential crime victim, and (2) actions in violation of the Office and County
confidentiality policy.

In short, the investigation found that Chow showed a “lack of professionalism and good
judgment,” and was “unprofessional and insubordinate.” It found further, that the statement
submitted by Chow to the BOCC “was drafted by a comrﬁittee of Lin supporters, including Mr.
Lin himself, and was very misleading.” P7. The report finds that a public apology to Judge
Fitterer is clearly in order from both Chow and Lin. P10, footnote 18. Finally, the report finds
that Chow’s dealings with “Jane Doe,”’ an alleged crime victim, “demonstrate poor judgment
and a certain lack of decorum on ﬁis part.” P11.

A brief summary of the findings of the independent investigation report are provided

below and a complete copy of the report is attached for your review.

! It is not necessary to identify this person so I have assigned her a pseudonym.
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Report Finds Chow acted inappropriatelv in his dealings with Jane Doe.

Durﬁg the process of locating emails as part of a public records request the County
discovered that Mr. Chow had written an email to himself that stated, “Hey [Jane] Go fuck
yourself. Your children stand no chance in life with you as their mother.” P7. Jane Doe is a
resident of Grant County and is also the listed victim in a criminal report received by this office
for prosecutorial review. “When confronted about this eﬁlaﬂ [Chow] said he wrote it in hopes
that she would obtain it in a public disclosure request so “she would know what I thought of
her.” P7.

Chow also voluntarily provided Jane Doe’s former husband with information from the
prosecutor’s office about her, P7. Some employees in the office note that Chow seems
“delighted” anytime he can provide information that might be unfavorable to Jane Doe. P7.

Bottom line, according fo the independent report “Mr. Chow showed a lack of professionalism

and good judgment when dealing with issues related to Jane Doe.” P7.

Report Finds Chow Violated the Confidentiality Policy and Made

a Misleading Statement to the BOCC.

This portion of the report focused on a statement filed with the BOCC by Chow. In his
statement, Chow claimed that statements made at a public forum to Mr. Hochstatter were
intentionally d_ishonest. However, contrary to the statement submitted by Chow, the report ﬁnds_
that “Mr. Lee’s response to Mr. Hochstatter was both honest and appropriate.” P4. The
report further states “Mr. Chow’s statement that Mr. Lee was being intentionally dishonest is
incorrect and itself dishonest and misleading.” P9.

In Chow’s statement he omitted several key facts and he failed to positively state that

there was no cover-up and that there was nothing to cover-up. “The statement was drafted by
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a committee of Lin supporters, including Mr. Lin himself, and was very misleading.” P7.
“Mr. Chow should have declined to sign the statement in the form it was drafted because it was
misleading and he knew the true facts.” P8. “Mr. Chow’s failure to make a full disclosure of
these facts made his statement seriously misleading.” P8. “If the case was handled in a manner
that lacked integrity, that was Mr. Chow’s responsibility alone.” P9,

“Mr. Chow’s statements of an alleged cover-up are premised on the incorrect belief that

Mr. Lee was covering-up his refusal to prosecute Judge Fitterer, when in fact, there was no

reason or basis to even consider prosecuting Judge Fitterer Mr. Chow admitted that he had no

basis to prosecute Judge Fitterer but never made that statement publically.” P10.

Respectfully,
D. Angf§ Lee
Prosecuting Attorney
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